
Andrew Huff: Punk Radio Personality 

By Scott Murray on February 28, 2016 

 TAMPA, Fla. – Every Thursday at 5:00 p.m. USF’s Bulls Radio airs the program The 

New Deal, but what’s more interesting than the hour long punk and hardcore music installment is 

the man who orchestrates it. 

 Andrew Huff is a third-year mechanical engineering student at USF with a passion for 

punk and hardcore music so large that he has dedicated himself to coordinating and broadcasting 

a radio program about the genre’s subculture each week. 

Huff joined Bulls Radio’s line up when he was a freshman in 2013 as regular guest on 

Jake Pflum’s punk and hardcore program, No Waves Radio. 

 “One time when I was on Jake’s show Bulls Radio told him they were cutting his time 

slot in half to cover the USF basketball game that was being played,” said Huff. “I suggested to 

him that he should play 30 minutes of hardcore music instead of following the show’s normal 

talk radio format. Jake called it Huff’s Hardcore Half Hour and I was his co-host from then on.” 

 No Waves Radio continued to follow Huff’s suggested format of 30 minutes of music 

and 30 minutes of discussion until Pflum graduated in 2014. After Pflum’s graduation, Huff 

decided to continue broadcasting in the same style as No Waves Radio, but changed the 

program’s name to The New Deal. 

 The New Deal focuses primarily on the new music of local Florida punk bands, but also 

plays the genre’s classic songs and bands as well as new music from bands around the country. 



 “It’s not about what bands we play,” said Huff. “It’s really about getting out the sound of 

the music for USF students who are, or want to be, involved in the punk and hardcore scene.” 

 Huff is passionate about spreading the word of The New Deal to anyone who would be 

interested in listening. A USF transfer student, Mohammed Rumayh, expressed his personal 

interest in the show. 

 “I am a transfer student and I am learning English,” said Rumayh. “I think it would be 

good for me to listen in because it would help me to learn about American culture and help to 

improve my English.” 

 The New Deal has become a large part of Huff’s life. It is not uncommon for him to 

spend hours researching for music to play and material for him to discuss on his program. 

 “I browse punk and hardcore blogs and zines online for hours looking for stuff for the 

show,” said Huff. “It gives me a good idea of what is trending right now. A lot of the time I’m 

guided towards record labels, and will go through their entire discographies to find both new and 

old material for the show.” 

 Kiran Rajaram, host of the Bulls Radio program Petrolia attested to the devotion of his 

fellow program hosts. 

 “Finding content to discuss and organizing it into a show takes a ton of work,” said 

Rajaram. “Doing what we do isn’t easy, but we enjoy it. It’s a labor of love.” 

 Though he donates a good chunk of his time to The New Deal and punk music, they 

alone do not meet the extent of Huff’s interests. Huff manages to run his program and devote 

ample time to his studies. 



 “I love engineering, math and physics just as much as I love music,” said Huff. 

“Specifically, I’m into rockets, I’m involved with a club that builds and launches them, The USF 

Society of Aeronautics and Rocketry.” 

 Before leaving, Huff gave some invaluable advice for others interested in getting 

involved with Bulls Radio like he has. 

 “Have a concise idea about what you want your program to be about,” said Huff. “Go to 

our broadcasting center in the MSC and introduce yourself to our programming director and 

pitch your idea. Just like anything else, commit yourself and don’t be shy about it.  

Be confident in yourself and your ideas and you’ll be successful.” 

 


