
Ybor’s Amphitheater Event Center 

Destroyed by Fire 

By Scott Murray on April 10, 2016 

Tampa. Fl. – Plumes of smoke seemed to endlessly erupt from the aged building’s 

windows and doors. As the structure’s roof collapsed in a wild inferno, firefighters commanded a 

steadfast resistance against the flames emanating from the conflagrated structure. 

On the night of April 6
th

 the Amphitheater Event Center, a popular club in Ybor City, 

caught fire. Smoke and a small fire were noticed inside of The Amphitheater by passing Tampa 

Fire Rescue firefighters, who called for backup. What started as a small blaze quickly developed 

in magnitude. More backup was requested and eventually a team of over 60 firefighters from 

Tampa Fire Rescue battled the three-alarm fire, the most difficult type of fire to contain, for 

almost five hours. 

Thankfully, there were no casualties from the massive fire; all three employees in The 

Amphitheater, often referred to as Amp, at the time of the fire escaped unharmed. One firefighter 

was taken to the hospital for smoke inhalation, but is in stable condition. Though no one was 

seriously or permanently injured, The Amphitheater will be forced to close and cancel DJ 

performances, including Grammy-nominated DJ Morgan Page, for nine months while extensive 

repairs and renovations will be made to the venue, according to tweets made by the club’s owner, 

John Santoro. 



“I’m just thankful no one got seriously hurt,” said Santoro. “My employees here are like 

family. I’m no longer concerned for the club, the community has rallied around us and we’ll be 

back and better than ever in a few months, but I’m concerned for my employees in the 

meantime.” 

Businesses around The Amphitheater were impacted too.  Seventh Avenue was closed to 

traffic and nearby businesses were forced to temporarily close their doors until fire officials are 

able to determine if they are safe for operation once more. While the fire was mostly isolated to 

The Amphitheater, the flames did spread to an adjacent building that houses several businesses. 

The fire in the second building was largely contained by firefighters, but other nearby businesses 

fell victim to damages caused by water and smoke. Businesses on the north side of Seventh 

Avenue were mostly not impacted by the fire and some have been cleared by the fire department 

to reopen this week. 

According to Tampa Fire Rescue, the fire’s origin was reported by a wielder working for 

Amphitheater who claims he accidentally lit the club’s ceiling on fire while attempting to work 

on a hanging disco ball. Though this claim seems highly likely, the cause of the fire is still being 

investigated by fire inspection specialists as part of Tampa Fire Rescue’s protocols. 

Fire safety is no joke, and investigation and inspection procedures are not taken lightly by 

Tampa Fire Rescue. Thomas Forward, Chief of Tampa Fire Rescue, is the man that led and 

commanded firefighters the night of the Amphitheater fire. Forward, who has dedicated his 

service to Tampa Fire Rescue since 1983, reflects the sentiments of the department and 

emphasized the importance of citizens taking the proper precautions for fire safety, and the 

importance of safety investigation. 



“It is absolutely imperative that everyone follow the proper codes and procedures, 

including us. They’re here to keep all of us safe,” said Forward. “It is also necessary when doing 

work like wielding to be properly licensed and insured. We’re investigating right now to make 

sure that was the case in this instance. I can’t emphasize enough how important it is for everyone 

to follow the city’s fire safety laws and regulations and the importance of us making sure the 

city’s standards have been met. It can mean the difference between life and death in some cases.” 

Now that the smoke in the wake of the fire has cleared several days later, efforts for 

Amphitheater’s revival are being made by Santoro and the club’s marketing director, Paul 

Gamache. While Amphitheater is being rebuilt several shows booked for the club have been 

moved to a different venue, Platformz in St. Petersburg. The bay area’s dance and club 

community has continued to support Amphitheater over the club’s social media accounts and 

through a gofundme campaign that Santoro created for his employees and their families. 

Amazingly, the campaign has raised nearly $3000 in just a few short days. Amphitheater’s future 

seems bright, even in the wake of a disaster. Amphitheater’s optimistic horizons are best 

exemplified in a tweet from the club’s Twitter account, which includes a picture of the venue’s 

façade being rebuilt and is accompanied by the text, “The cleanup begins! This isn’t goodbye but 

rather see you soon.” 

 

 

 

 


